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By Miriam Hill
~ . - INQUIRER STAFF WRITER
’!'he grand -experiment is about to

phia's push to become the
euu.mtry's major city with free, or
| ‘at least cheap, wireless Internet con-
¢ nections, takes a big step forward this
| month as EarthLink Inc. completes a
ﬁ-lqure-mﬂe test area. “So far, it
“seems to be goipg very, very well,”
- said Terry chiefm -the city’s acting

"N TP ey - g

ks i
%

s

or Wi-Fi, would enhance the
reputation as a technological
etter and help to bridge the

., J"

'Iteﬂmmwna;;hem‘
: stretches from No

) ith to the edge of Chi-
and from the Delaware River

. ‘completed at the
end of this month, a
‘group of more than
50 testers from
EarthLink and from

. Phillis’ office will

" fan out with com-
puters to make sure
the network, cus-
tomer service, and
other parts of the
operation are work-

l ing.

» Testing should
zm ~ take about a month,
$21.95. - said Clifton Roscoe,
o general manager
fo ol Municipal Networks in

hrthLink workers have hung

w: signal boxes in the test
The entire p:‘bject will blanket
(all -of Philadelphia’s 135 square

| technology Tbe Network

f When Mayor  Street announced

;,m or- the system in tember _ The-wireless network

i he said a wireless-fidelity net- ~ consists of 4,000 to 5:000

“miles and require up to 5,000 signal .

bn%. It is expected to be complet-
‘ed in the third quarter of 2007.
Customers can expect download
N upload speeds of about 1 mega-
‘byte per second. That's a fraction of
‘the wired speeds offered by Comcast
uhd Varimn. but it's also a fraction of

r\rlee will be free in some areas,
LOVE Park and the Indepen-

Gam Visitors Center. Low-income cli-
‘ents can sign up for $9.95 a month,
‘compared to $21.95 for other custom-

ers.
A household becomes eligible for

Internet users can sign on 1o the network Lsing

Bridging
thedlgltal gap

"\.

“WiFiClywide >

In an attempt to provide high-speed Internet access to
will soon be the first major city in the United States to offer
Wireless Philadelphia, a nonprofit organization, has teamed ih EarthLink to. crem a system
that uses a series of routers to provide a consistent "mesh” of wire%s mgnals throughout the ‘

~city. The pra]acl. which is available now in certain areas;’ will be complated y Ombgr

L)

routers — each witha
signal radius of 500

~ feet —thatare i J

positioned on top

Igh‘l poles. thmughom the city, creating
135-square-mile “hot spot.”

\Thasa connact user signals to.

| access towers that then funnel the traffic
% xﬁ.’cﬁarﬂ\l.lnks landline network, with

; atrexlstingm 11b-or802.119-00mpilant

e provided by EarthLink
when you sign up for the service. At this time,
Wireless Philadelphia will guarantee service

only to bulldings as tall as three stories,

EarthLink currently offers service to

customers in a small area of Philadelphia.

. It has also created a 15-square-mile “Proof
- of Concept” area, which demonstrates

how the system will work. Over the next

year, the system will expand in stages

to include the entire city. - 5

the lower rate if it either already re- =5 gl S 3 |
iteives certain benefits such as Medic- “ o 7?22"1";‘5“' the service
aid, food stamps, or Temporary Assis- 2 at $21.95 per month for
tz to Needy Families, or earns no s customers. Discounted start:
. e than 130 percent of the federal packages may become available.
¥ o 2 {
Under those guidelines, a single w IIIMII
n could earn no more than [ Current EarthLink A discounted rate of $9.95 per
12,441, A household of eight people selvice area month will be available for
?uld earn no more than $42,107, I EarthLink “Proof customers who qualify.
ccording to Wireless Philadelphia, of Concept" area Household income must be at or
ﬁe nonprofit working with Earth- below 130% of the Federal
ok. Future wireless Poverty Guideline to qualify for

‘Wireless Philadelphia aims to nar-
Fow the digital divide, a gap that ex-
{sts because poor people often can't
afford access to tire Internet and oth-

coverage area the digital inclusion rate.

philly®com  Leamn more via http://go.philly.com/wif
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F technologies. :
ereleas Philadelphia is a new orga- SOURCES: Wireless Philadalphia; EarthLink
See WIFI on Eé6
WIFl from E1 North Philadelphia commu-

nization that just started rais-
ing money to help low-in-
come consumers buy com-
puters at reduced cost and
then help them sign up for
and use the EarthLink ser-
vice.

“You're talking about peo-
ple who in most cases
not have any real experience
with the Internet. That in it-
self is a step in closing the
digital divide,” said Greg
Goldman, chief executive of-
ficer of Wireless Philadel-
phia.

His organization is choos-
ing neighborhood outreach
and other groups as part-

. The first such partner
is‘People For People, a

nity-revitalization group.
These partners will help
identify candidates for the
discount laptops and Earth-
Link subscription programs.
Many of these groups al-
ready have identified people
eligible for discounts, be-

will cause they help administer

some of the qualifying pro-
grams, such as energy assis-
tance.

Goldman said he was
seeking “wireless angels”
to donate at least $25,000
each to kick off the fund-
raising.

Contact staff writer Miriam Hill
at 215-854-5520 or .
hillmb@phillynews.com.



